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The Countdown to the new season is now well and truly on - and we have  already won a trophy 


Winter Nets, longer (daylight) evenings, the conclusion of the winter cricket tournament, league AGMs, deadlines for submissions to the league handbook, the collection date for balls, strong winds and rain are just some of the indications that the 2020 cricket season is fast approaching and the Old Wilsonians have already won a trophy,  having been crowned champions  of the Kent Metropolitan Indoor  League Division 2

So congratulations to skipper Jon Rodda and his team  of Velsen Devarajulu,  Sanath Dandeniya,  Siva Ranjan, Matt Abbett, Elliot Bettridge, Dan Nichols, Shehan Sivaranjan, James Sellar, Andrew Pomering and Joshua Gary

And, as our head coach, Jon has also been busy at winter Nets, so please read his report on what we are doing in preparation for the outdoor game later in this newsletter  

Welcome to our new overseas player and welcome back to an old friend 

We are pleased to welcome Ishmail September as our overseas player this year who joins us from HSBC, for whom he played last season 

Ishmail is an opening bowler, hails from South Africa and took 20 wickets in the Premier Division in 2019,  so we are hoping that he will at least double that tally in Division Two  - no pressure then!

He will be staying at the bungalow at Hayes  - and thanks to Stephen Millward for putting him up during his stay -  and as Stephen is our ground manager,  Ishmail  may learn some of the secrets of our wicket! 

Travelling not quite so far  -  namely  from  West Wickham  -  we are also pleased to welcome back Matt Abbett, who made such a great impression for us last time he wore our colours; there is still a cricket ball in-bedded in the fascia of the pavilion to prove it 


Like Ishmail, Matt played for HSBC last year where he scored his first ever Premier League 100, so we are expecting him to score at least four centuries in Division Two - no pressure then!

First games of the season 


All of our Saturday sides start their league fixtures on May 9th but before that the 1st Xl have four friendly fixtures starting on April 11th at Catford and Cyphers, followed by Bexleyheath (April 18th), Roebucks (April 25th) and Bromley Common (May 2nd) - all of these games are away 

The 2nd Xl have two games - again both away - at Bromley Common on April 25th and Catford and Cyphers on May 2nd 


As yet neither the 3rd nor 4th Xls have friendly encounters, so they will have to rely on their natural athleticism when they play their first games 


And a reminder here of the leagues in which our sides will be playing 

The 1st Xl play in the Kent League Division 2, as will the 2nd Xl; no - they are not in the same league but Division 2 of the respective 1st and 2nd Xls !!

The 3rd and 4th Xls both play in the Kent Regional League,  the 3s in Division 3 Metropolitan West, and the 4s in Division 7 Metropolitan West 


We will again be entering a side in the Sunday Development League whilst your committee is determined to resurrect the Sunday social side, which failed to play any games at all last season, and have been discussing a number of ideas, which will embrace many formats of the game, and hope to have finalised the details in time to report these to you in our next edition 


We will also be entering the League's T20 competition, with all the thrills and spills that that entails 

Honorary Old Wilsonians  


As reported In the January edition,  Laki Kasturiratne, Margo Lawrence, Justin Pryor and Tony Sherlock were all elected as Honorary Old Wilsonians at the Association's AGM and President Neil Kendrick presented them with their certificates, and a tie, at the recent 'Mac' McAlister Vice President's Day 

Congratulations  to all four and pleased to report that many members of the Cricket Club were in attendance to see this grand event and that Tony has promised to wear his tie when mixing concrete -  his contribution to the club was described as 'solid' 

The Sherlocks’ album 

Talking of the Sherlocks - well, one of them, pleased to report that their album, 'Under the sky' - see last month's newsletter - is selling in abundance; well, Margo bought  a copy, and they are embarking on a six week tour  of America later in the month. A five piece combo, they have been compared to the Rolling Stones, although not often, and  we hope to gain an exclusive interview with them for our next edition 

Cricket Club Quiz -  Friday  April  3rd 

Our annual Quiz Night will be a little earlier than in recent years and will be held on:

Friday April 3rd,  so you will have to dust off your brains a little earlier than heretofore , with Margo and Blod again compiling and composing the questions 
Talking of Quizzes


Nobody got the correct answer to last month's quiz - well, to be strictly accurate, nobody attempted to answer it, despite the fact that it should have been relatively simple for all of our umpires in particular, so why not have a go at this month's conundrum 

How many dismissals require the dismissal of one or both bails?
Pre-season preparations 

Cricket at Hayes starts on the weekend of May 9th/10th but before it does so there are many pre-season preparations needed to ensure that everything is in place for the months ahead -  for example,  the covers have to be looked at, the sight-screens need to be in working order, the scoreboard and repeater board need to be uncovered and kit examined

We will therefore be holding a mini Club Force to complete these tasks, so make sure you answer the call when it comes 
Match managers for the Colts 


Barrie Frampton, our esteemed Colts Chair, is looking for match managers to guide and organise our youngsters on match days, so if you are interested in helping out in this way then please let Barrie know 

Many of the games take place on a week day after school – for obvious reasons – so it would be an ideal job for those who have retired - such people will also  have a wealth of experience of the game -  or those whose working commitments are flexible 


Barrie’s details can be found on our ‘Who to contact and how’ page at the end of the newsletter
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Head coach Jon Rodda  (centre)  looks pensive during an intensive training session 
Coaching News and a lot more besides 

Jon Rodda explains what has been happening during the winter 
Old Wilsonians’ Academy


We ran an 8 week Academy programme for 11 players aged 11-15 before Christmas. The sessions involved external Guest Coaches, which included former and current Kent players Adam Riley, Alex Blake and Ollie Robinson. The sessions were held at the Kent County Ground, Beckenham, and a massive thanks to the Old Wilsonians ECB Level 2 coaches involved,  namely Jon Rodda, Dave Ellicott White and Joe Jukes,  along with support from Elliot Bettridge, Velsen Devarajulu and Andrew Pomering. 

Thanks are also due to Josh Lawrence and Louis Pryor, who originally came up with the Academy idea and helped organise their running, despite being in Nottingham and Australia respectively.


One to one and small group specialist coaching 


We have also been running one to one and two-to-one  coaching sessions at Hayes School on Friday evenings and so far 9 players have been involved and all have  shown signs of improvement. We will continue to run these throughout the winter as well as at the club’s outdoor nets in the summer. Anyone interested in further information or booking can contact me at jonathanrodda@msn.com or on 07946229849.

Lead Coach


For the 2020 season Matt Golding will be our Lead Coach. Matt will be the Senior Coach and will run Tuesday night training in the summer as well as assisting me as Head Coach with the colts training. Matt is currently completing his ECB Level 2 coaching qualifications, and we wish him all the best in this regard 
Coaching Courses and Volunteering


We are always looking for volunteers with regards to coaching,  especially with the current Winter Training programme. The club is also willing to support individuals undertaking coaching courses. Again if anyone is interested in getting involved or has any questions, then feel free to contact me as above.

Sports Equipment


Anyone with sports equipment that they no longer use, again let me know as these can be of great use for coaching drills.







Jon Rodda 
Thanks John for your comprehensive and thorough analysis of so many important aspects of the OWCC, and a reminder here  to everyone that this is your newsletter and any and every contribution will be gratefully received  -  ed 

Player Recruitment;   umpires and scorers 

For a cricket Club to flourish it needs players – it took me hours to work out that truth!!  -  so we are constantly looking for cricketers of all ages and abilities to bolster our colts and senior sections 


Our agreement with Hayes school is already bearing fruit – see issue No 178 – and as our Chair, Dave Welch, so correctly stated in the same edition,  there are at least five important reasons why players should join the OWCC, so please  point potential new recruits in our direction – each and every one of them will be guaranteed a warm welcome 

We are also  keen to recruit umpires and scorers,  and help with both skills is guaranteed to all interested parties 

……………..   and supporters 


Justin Pryor has been working very hard on a ‘Supporters Club’ that will increase the atmosphere even more on ‘The Hill’,  and final details are about to be completed 

In essence there will be three tiers of membership and the more you pay the more benefits you will receive – e,g, a free tea, a free ticket to the end of season dinner and the Thursday marquee day  of Cricket week 

More details next time 




Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 


07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Lawrence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Alex Forbes




07855 273218  (Mobile) 




Email: Alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Welfare Officers
Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


and

Marie-Anne Brown



Email: Marie-Anne-Brown@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Lawrence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Doug Forbes 




07768 713795  (M)



Email:  doug.forbes@outlook.com
3rd Xl: 

Josh Holland     



Email: hollandiam26@gmail.com

07494400621  (M)
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 




Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
T20


Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 



Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjumior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
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